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gies to the discussion of public questions. He had complained
one night of "the deadly dearth of subjects for editorial com-
ments." William McCabe, one of the printers on the paper,
asked if he had heard of Progress and Poverty. Post replied that
he had, but there was "nothing in it." McCabe retorted, "Maybe
so; but just the same, there are enough editorial subjects in
that book to last you a lifetime.'*8
A few days later Post found a copy of The Irish Land Ques-
tion on his desk. He read the book and was convinced by the
author's reasoning of the evils of land monopoly. He acknowl-
edged this in an editorial, explaining, however, what he believed
to be the fallacies of the proposed plan for abolishing the land
monopoly. After seeing his remarks in print, the "cock-sured-
ness"9 of his rebuttal worried him; he felt compelled to send
a copy to George for criticism. George merely sent back a
copy of Progress and Poverty with a friendly note requesting
that Post "read the book carefully from beginning to end, for
it was ea linked argument/ " 10
Post read the book—in one day! He was completely convinced
that George was right. Thereupon he decided to reprint it in
Truth.
Louis F. Post was ten years younger than Henry George.
Short, stocky, with a mop of thick brown hair, his dark eyes
sparkling behind thick spectacles, he exuded strength and good-
ness. A man of great courage, he was extremely tolerant of men
and their ideas. He had the rare gift of trying to find the other
fellow right, not wrong; the priceless gift of making you like
yourself. His sense of humor and convincing, simple delivery
made him a delightful raconteur and speaker. He became one
of George's staunchest followers and most beloved friends.
Another friendship which started at this time was with Fran-
cis George Shaw, a man of great culture and beauty of spirit.
Shaw, a member of a wealthy Boston family, professed he had
lost hope of solving social problems until he read Progress and
Poverty. It so excited him that he ordered one thousand copies
to be sent to libraries throughout the United States.11
At the same time word came from England that Alfred Rus-
sell Wallace had also been endorsing Progress and Poverty.,
calling it "undoubtedly the most remarkable and important
work of the century." a2 George could write happily of his rec-
ognition on two continents, "So the seed has begun to sprout/*
Meanwhile in Parliament the Liberal government, headed

